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Reaching Out To Your Legislator
Each year, the Massachusetts Legislature considers hundreds of bill, many that are relevant to the accounting profession.  Shepherding the good bills and defeating the bad bills is the core mission of the MSCPA’s political advocacy program.  But, we can’t do it alone; we need the help of CPAs to achieve our goals.  That's why it is critical for all CPAs to get involved in the political process. We need to communicate with our legislators to let them know about issues important to our profession. If we do not speak up, we will be left out of the process. It's that simple.  

It's easy to become involved in the political process. To a large extent, legislators base their decisions on what is being communicated to them by their constituents.  Members of the state legislature have one overriding goal: please their constituents so that they can better serve their district and win reelection. People like you, who reach out to their representatives, can make a significant difference. 

This guide will explain how you can effectively communicate with state legislators through phone calls and letters. In some cases, CPAs need to communicate with officials from other branches of government, including the Governor's Office and Congress. The same guidelines used to communicate with state legislators are used with these lawmakers.

After reviewing this guide, you'll be prepared to take action when an issue important to CPAs arises. It's simple, it's fun, and it's our responsibility to let legislators know where we stand on issues important to us. 

If you have any questions, please contact Zach Donah, Senior Directory of Advocacy, at zdonah@mscpaonline.org.
Writing Your Legislator

Writing a brief letter to a legislator urging him or her to support your position is extremely effective and easy to do. Legislators and their staff closely monitor incoming mail and email and are sensitive to the wishes of those constituents who take the time to write. They know these constituents are likely to vote and be active in the community. 

Follow these guidelines when writing your legislators:
· Write your letter as an individual, not as a Society representative. Legislators want to hear from "real constituents," not organization officials.  

· Write and mail or email your letter as soon as possible. Legislation can move quickly and legislators need to hear from you BEFORE they vote.  

· Keep your letter brief and to the point. Letters should be no more than one page. A paragraph or two is fine.

· Stick to one or two issues and clearly identify them. A one-sentence description is fine. Give a bill number if you have one. 

· Open your letter by clearly stating your position in the first paragraph. Follow up by giving reasons why the legislator should support your position.
· Personalize your letter. Let the legislator know how the legislation will affect you and the people and businesses you serve.

· Use a respectful tone in your letter. It's okay to disagree with the legislator, but never attack him or her personally.

· Always put your return address in the letter. You can use either your home or office address. If either is in the legislator's district, then use that as the return address.  

· Always ask the legislator to write back to you with their position on the legislation you are writing about. We need to know where they stand.

· Conclude your letter by urging the legislator to take action in support of your position and thank him or her for taking the time to consider your views.

· If several CPAs are writing letters together, don't all write the exact same letter, form letters are less effective than a personal message.  

· VERY IMPORTANT: Mail or email a copy of your letter and any correspondence you receive from the legislator to Zach Donah, MSCPA Senior Director of Advocacy at zdonah@mscpaonline.org or105 Chauncy St., Boston, MA  02111  
How to Address a Legislator
Please address your legislators and other elected officials in the following manner:



U.S. SENATORS: 
The Honorable Elizabeth Warren
District Office Address
Dear Senator Warren:

U.S. REPRESENTATIVES: 
The Honorable Michael E. Capuano
District Office Address
Dear Congressman Capuano:


GOVERNOR:
The Honorable Deval Patrick
State House Address
Dear Governor Patrick:

STATE SENATOR:
The Honorable Thomas M. McGee

State House Address
Dear Senator McGee: 

STATE REPRESENTATIVE:
The Honorable Brian S. Dempsey
State House Address
Dear Representative Dempsey:

* When writing to the Senate President or Speaker of the House of Representatives it is proper to address them as Dear Mr./ Madam President or Dear Mr./ Madam Speaker. Also if they are Chair of a Committee it is proper to address them as Mr. Chairman or Madam Chairwoman. 

Sample Letter
	Bob Smith, CPA
1 Main Street
Boston, Massachusetts   00000


January 1, 2014

The Honorable Anthony W. Petruccelli
State House, Rm. 424
Boston, MA  02133

Dear Senator Petruccelli:

As a resident of East Boston, I ask for your support for Senate Bill 402, “An Act Relative to the Practice of Public Accountancy.”  This bill will create a standard of proportionate liability for CPAs.  Make no mistake: SB 402 does not absolve CPAs of liability, it is a quest for balance and fairness and not an attempt to avoid responsibility.  Supporting SB 402 is a fair and equitable way to address the problems with accountants’ liability.

Our opinion letter that accompanies the financial reports that we prepare speaks to the fairness of the presentation of the financial position and the results of operations and by definition cannot be construed as “perfect”.  The responsibility lies with the organization’s management who is in control of the success or failure of a business.  Many times, CPAs find themselves defendants in lawsuits when a company fails.  Quite frankly, business successes are not the result of a good report prepared by the CPA and, similarly, a business failure or an unhappy investor is not served by it.

I would appreciate your support of Senate bill 402.

Sincerely 
Bob Smith



Calling Your Legislator's Office

Calling your legislators is an easy and effective grass roots tool to use. Legislators pay close attention to the opinions of those who call their offices. Whenever possible, you should write a letter in addition to calling. However, sometimes you may be too busy to write or a vote may be coming up too quickly to allow time for it. 

Chances are you won't reach your legislator personally, but that's fine. The aides who work for the legislator are trained in recording the opinions of constituents. Simply leave a brief message urging the legislator to support/oppose whatever legislation you are calling about. The whole process should take you less than two minutes.  

Follow these guidelines when calling your legislators:
· Call as an individual and please don't state that you are calling on behalf of MSCPA. Legislators want to hear from the public, not organization officials.   

· Don't be intimidated. You are not "bothering" your legislator and his or her staff by calling. They receive dozens of calls each day from people like you.

· Speak to the legislator's aides if you feel uncomfortable about talking directly to the legislator or if the legislator is unavailable to take your call.  
· Start by stating your name and address and that you are a CPA. Legislators are most concerned about those who either live or work in their district. Use the office or home address that is in the legislator's district. If both your office and home are in the district, you should mention that. 

· Be BRIEF. Give the bill number and a short, general description of what it does. State whether you support, oppose, or seek changes to the bill. 

· Always use a respectful tone when talking to a legislator or aide, even if they have taken a position opposed by you.

· Ask the aide or legislator to write back to you with the legislator's position on the issue. When you receive the legislator's response, please mail a copy to Zach Donah at the MSCPA.


Sample Phone Script
	Hi, this is Bob Smith. I'm a CPA and live at 1 Main Street in Boston.

I'm calling to urge Senator Petruccelli to support SB 402.  This bill will create a standard of proportionate liability for CPAs.  Supporting SB 402 is a fair and equitable way to address the problems with accountants’ liability. 


I'd appreciate it if Senator Petruccelli could write back to me with his position on this bill.

Thank you for your time.
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