
 

 

April 6, 2020 

The Honorable Richard Neal, Chairman 

Ways and Means Committee 
United States House of Representatives 

1102 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

 
Dear Chairman Neal,  

 
On behalf of the over 11,000 members of the Massachusetts Society of Certified Public Accountants, 
I want to thank you for your invaluable leadership on behalf of all Massachusetts residents. As you 

know, the last year has been devastating on many levels for the millions of people across our state. 
Thank you for your steadfast advocacy to align the estimated payment deadline with that of the 

individual income return deadline to May 17, 2021. The window to act and provide such relief is 
quickly closing, and I write today urging you to again encourage IRS Commissioner Rettig to extend 

the federal tax filing deadline for first quarter estimated tax payments to May 17, 2021. 
 

Commissioner Rettig’s reluctance to align these deadlines will surely adversely impact millions of 
hardworking Massachusetts taxpayers and countless small businesses. While the individual filing 

deadline extension to May 17 is appreciated the critical relief for these taxpayers will be blunted so 
long as the deadline for first Quarter estimated payments is also not extended to May 17.  
 

Many small and medium sized businesses pay their quarterly estimated taxes based on their returns 
from the previous year. If these businesses do not file until May 17, 2021, they will not know what 

their estimated payment liability will be for this filing year.  
 

Currently, the only option for these taxpayers is to pay a penalty in interest, which I believe is an 
unfair burden to these already-struggling taxpayers and small business owners. To avoid this 

inevitable scenario, we ask that you again request Commissioner Rettig to extend the federal tax 
filing deadline for first quarter estimated tax payments to May 17, 2021.  
 

Thank you for your steady leadership throughout this difficult and uncertain year, and for your 
continued work in moving this forward. If not for your efforts, we would not be where we are today. 

However, we are at a pivotal moment, and the time to act is now. If you could make one last push to 
Commissioner Rettig, it would make a huge difference to all the businesses and individuals you 

represent.  
 

Please do not hesitate to contact me or my staff if we can be of any assistance to you in the future.  
 
Sincerely,  

 
 

 
Amy Pitter 

President & CEO 


